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    hello oh great provider of art and analysis, do you have any tips on how to correctly analyse a character?

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Funnily, I don't think there's a correct way to analyze media, but there are incorrect ways to do it. But my advice for sound analysis is as follows...

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Look at Canon. Reference it as heavily as physically possible. Take into consideration who the author is, and what their intentions would be. Extradiegetic Analysis is extremely important. Commit to it. Do not pussyfoot around Extradiegetic Analysis. Take into consideration the story, its tone, who it's made for, who it is marketed towards, what messages it's trying to convey, how, and why. Use Occam's Razor heavily. Ground yourself, turn off "Fandom Brain", and your own personal headcanons. Remember that Characters are Plot Devices, not People- they are put in the story for a reason, and they serve a particular function within the narrative. Ask yourself what that reason is, and what that function is. It's important to get a firm grasp of the story and the characters in it before extrapolating. 
Ponder their relationships with themself, others, the world around them, their task at hand. Try to take into account framing, themes, motifs, and symbolism. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Grab anything that really stands out to you, see what you can do with it. Analyze why it stands out to you. Does it match your own personal experience in some way? Does it remind you of something else? Does it seem to be setting something up within the context of a story? Are the curtains blue for a reason? If not, should they be? What if they did? What function would that serve?

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Analysis is largely asking questions and trying to answer them. Sometimes those questions are posed by the thing you're analyzing itself. Sometimes the question comes from your heart. Sometimes it emerges from something you've latched onto that isn't quite there - a blind spot in the narrative, missed potential, et cetera. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Again, Occam's Razor is your friend. Get very familiar with it.
And... Do not consult Freud on anything. If you feel the impulse to consult Freudian analytical concepts without prompting from the narrative itself, that's the devil talking to you. Beat it to death immediately. We do not need Freudian analysis of children's cartoons. We literally do not need that. It will be wrong.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This is one I'm seeing more and more disregard for lately, especially with regards to minority headcanons... Consider the real-world implications of your analysis. I do not think it is very "woke" to headcanon unrepentant sexually abusive assholes as trans women, or characters who are known for their loudness, aggression, and abusive natures as Black. Consider optics for maybe, like, five seconds. Analysis is just as much an act of introspection as it is an act of dissecting a piece of fiction. 
You need to be able to ask yourself why you're seeing characters the way that you're seeing them. Sometimes that answer is latent bigotry. Unpack that. Work on it. Sometimes the answer is that the author is a bigot and trying to tell you something about the group of people a character is supposedly representative of. Acknowledge it. Unpack that. Work with it. And I mean that seriously- you cannot just skirt around bigotry without perpetuating the bigotry yourself. Analysis will, by way of the vulnerability of the practice, get uncomfortable at times. Be ready for that. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Think critically and think for yourself. A lot of people shoot themselves in the foot by being reactionary, and/or letting other people do the thinking for them. Again, analysis will get uncomfortable at times. It is vulnerable, introspective, and an act of challenging yourself and your worst habits. Commit to that. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Oh, and have fun. Yes, I just spent several paragraphs talking about how analysis is challenging and uncomfortable, but don't make yourself have a genuinely bad time on purpose. You truly do not need to give yourself an attack or episode for the sake of an internet post or something. Horror movie rules - know your limits and respect them. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    That's all for now, I think. There's infinite nuance to this subject, but I believe this is a decent 101 post. 
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    On my bullshit again, this time on Cohost. I could talk about Olimar's sexuality for fucking days. This isn't even close to all my thoughts.
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    Let this be a living example that knowing the beliefs of any individual who wrote any piece of text- be it literature, articles, or posts- can and should drastically alter your perception on what the text is actually communicating, even if that knowledge has, on its face, changed none of the actual printed words. This is how application of real-world context works, and this is how it applies to any recorded medium. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    It reminds me heavily of a quote from video essayist Jacob Geller, regarding the 1938 film Olympia- "It's different when Nazis do it". 
Olympia is a film that, on its face, simply depicts an artistic documentation of the 1936 Berlin Olympics. But within the context of its production taking place during the Nazi regime, with its director being a well known Nazi propagandist... The way the movie fixates on the power and elegance of the human form and Ancient Greek statues quickly shifts from being completely innocuous appreciation to the worship of what is perceived as the ideal forms of the "Aryan race". Suddenly, you understand the movie not to be a pretty inoffensive documentation of a historical event, but a propaganda piece.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Understanding the time period in which something was made, as well as the setting it was produced in/for, and whatever ideologies an artist may hold and experiences they've had is absolutely critical to getting a full understanding of anyone's work. There are some things that are near completely anodyne on their face, but the revelation of what the author thinks and feels about other people and the world around them totally redefines every word on the page. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This image is such a prime example of why context matters. This opinion, laid bare, stripped of context, is both inoffensive and nonsensical. No one's ever thought it to be lame to create your own nickname... But on its own, that's a harmless kind of wrong.
... But with the addition of them being marked as Anti-Trans (red) on Shinigami Eyes, a browser extension dedicated to crowdsourcing keeping track of Trans Friendly and Transphobic creators... Suddenly, "Nicknames" doesn't mean "Nicknames" anymore. Suddenly, you realize that "Nicknames" is code for "Chosen Names of Trans People". Suddenly this isn't about thinking choosing your own nickname is lame, this is about thinking that trans people shouldn't have the right to name themselves. Suddenly it's about invalidating identities, thinking they're worth mocking. Thinking that people who identify as trans are "just trying to be cool", and that they're not actually what they say they are, because you don't get to choose your gender nickname, that's something already decided for you. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Suddenly, you realize, it's not about "being lame".

  
        
        
        
      
        
    It's about Transphobic Violence.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This is why you cannot ignore when an artist, author, essayist, developer, musician- so on and so forth- is bigoted. This is why you can't ignore the context behind their upbringing. This is why you can't ignore the context behind their lived experience, their ideals, their goals, their message. Yes, it may appear innocent on its face. Yes, it may look fine stripped from the context of it being written by an inevitably flawed human being. But what's really being said here? What do those words mean... To the one who wrote them? 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Context redefines Text.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Even if the words didn't change.
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    Hello, pardon and I don’t want to be a bother but I would like to ask for your take on something. And if you’re not down to answer this question, that’s completely fine, you seem to make large opinion posts on a noteworthy basis so I understand if you don’t have the energy or motivation to give an opinion right now.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    But I wanted to ask for your take on the ethics of enjoying Homestuck in the modern day. Many people such as myself and seemingly you as well enjoy Homestuck but are painfully aware of all the gross stuff in it. And as I see the comic pop up in more and more dni lists, with people claiming that enjoyers of Homestuck are supporting these things inherently, no matter the fact that most of us stand against Hussie and attempt to reclaim Homestuck as something to express joy and our identities in, it makes me wonder more and more the ethics of enjoying Homestuck. Since you seem to have thoughts on the matter, I was wondering if you’d like to share your take. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    I once again want to stress though, absolutely no pressure to answer. I am not entitled to your time or hearing your opinion. You don’t know me, I don’t know you. I was just asking in case you wanted to speak about it.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Hi, Anon! This is a very interesting question, and you were right to assume I have thoughts on it. They might not be as long and complicated as some of my other essays, but they still exist, and I would quite like to share them. Thank you for the opportunity.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    My opinion on The Ethics of Enjoying Homestuck is that I believe it's perfectly fine to do so. I also think it's perfectly fine to dislike, or hate, or not want to associate with it or any fans of it. This is a personal boundary set by and for the individual, and it's not my business to question, nor my place to cross it. However, I don't really agree with the way some people go about communicating or enforcing this boundary.
I've seen some people put Homestuck and Harry Potter on the same level before. I've seen some say that enjoyment of either piece of fiction is, at least in part, comparable. I heavily disagree with this- and the fact that this is a point that comes up shows to me that there's quite a few people who don't actually fully understand why so many people are saying to stop supporting Harry Potter. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    The conflation of the two things reads to me as if some believe that Harry Potter has been "cancelled for having a problematic creator"- and that's not wholly true. Yes, J.K. Rowling is, by definition, problematic, and she is the creator of the Harry Potter franchise, but people have drawn such a hard line against supporting the series not just because J.K. Rowling is Transphobic, but because she has honest to god legislative power. She is, as it stands, currently the backbone of the TERF movement, and is spending a lot of time and money to ensure that Transphobes dominate the government. 
Monetary support of Harry Potter pools into her funds, which adds to her ability to further Trans Genocide. Communal/Fandom support of Harry Potter increases her visibility as a public figure, which adds to her ability to further Trans Genocide. J.K. Rowling has made very clear statements saying that she takes any support of the Harry Potter franchise- any at all, including Queer/LGBT+ Friendly fan content- as support of her beliefs. Support of Harry Potter is a method of legitimizing and validating Transphobia, and is being used as a way to further Trans Genocide. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    If J.K. Rowling was just an average Transphobe, the outcry would not be nearly as severe, and the line wouldn't be nearly as clear cut. It would just be disappointing, bring to mind the phrase "same shit as always", and many would make the personal choice to distance themselves from it. But that's not the reality we live in. We live in the reality where J.K. Rowling has sway on the government, and is getting real people hurt and killed.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Andrew Hussie, creator of Homestuck, however, is just some random asshole with no political power outside of his own vote. Yes, Homestuck is filled with plenty of unsavory elements- random out-of-place interjections of Hussie's own past bigotry included- but at the end of the day, Homestuck has no influence over government action. Hussie has no tangible political influence, and does not want to have tangible political influence. We don't even have evidence that Hussie still holds the same beliefs as he did during and prior to the creation of Homestuck. This is just some random indie comic, made by some random guy in 2009. J.K. Rowling is dangerously close to billionaire status, and using that power for evil.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    It's fine to like something that's not very morally clean- or something made by a not very morally clean artist, during a not very morally clean point in time in a not very morally clean place in this world. It's okay. The fixation some have on this is OCD-inducing. The best that can be asked is that one recognizes the bigotry, and doesn't perpetuate them. That's all. You can read, watch, play, and enjoy just about anything, as long as you don't make the more unsavory elements out to be a good thing. Don't start acting like Racism is awesome, or Antisemitism is cool, or Transphobia is based, et cetera, and you'll be totally fine. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    The ability to find value in something impure or unsavory is a valuable one. Some may not want to associate with that, or find the particular flaw in the work in question to be too uncomfortable to stomach, and that's fine, too. Not everyone can just sit through Era-Appropriate Casual Homophobia or Racism and come out feeling fine enough to keep going. I'd argue- hope, even- that most feel at least a bit bothered by such things. It's all about personal tolerance levels. No one's committing a moral crime by either enjoying it or not wanting to even look at it. 
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    ALPHA TROLLS RANKED BY HOW WRONG THE FANDOM AT LARGE IS ABOUT THEM:

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This is a personal challenge, based entirely on my own experience and perspective, and also ranked from Most to Least Correct. I was bored, and thought this might be fun.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Putting this under a cut, because it's long as hell.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    MEULIN LEIJON

  
        
        
        
      
        
    People get her mostly correct, from what I’ve seen… Most of the time, fan content of Meulin is absolutely recognizable as Meulin, but her pride in her deafness + joy of learning new ways to interact with the world through/due to her disability is always removed, and I do not often see people tackle the Toxic Positivity aspect of her character. That seems less like character assassination, though, and more like a combination of people not actually playing through the Openbounds, people not being able to fathom disabled people (especially those who gained a disability later in life rather than being born disabled) being happy, and general fandom distaste for the idea of touching anything uncomfortable, especially when that uncomfortable topic is highly mundane, normalized, and potentially applicable to them or their loved ones. Meulin’s toxic positivity was, of course, commentary on Tumblr’s ecosystem at the time, so… It was much harder to touch back then.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    ARANEA SERKET

  
        
        
        
      
        
    People tend to get her general, broad strokes personality right, but unfortunately she gets treated pretty roughly for the crime of Being A Serket. People refuse to understand her motivations, and she often gets demonized for what she was doing around/during [S] Game Over, even though that was something she’d gotten pushed to and also was cool as fuck to watch. God forbid a woman do anything.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    DAMARA MEGIDO

  
        
        
        
      
        
    People are right about the racism, 100%. It is completely despicable, hard to look at, and extremely blatant. She does, however, have character outside of that. No, it isn’t “whore”, it’s more like “angry, dysfunctional abuse victim”, and she’s genuinely a very interesting and tragic character. But, again, people are right about the racism, so she gets to be placed way up here. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    MEENAH PEIXES

  
        
        
        
      
        
    She is such a chaotic little bastard. I love her. I really do. Please understand that she genuinely does not understand the concept of consequences. This girl didn’t have a Lusus, she didn’t have parents, it was functionally illegal to tell her “No, you can’t do that.” That would fuck up literally anyone’s moral compass. That’s not me hand waving away all the fucked up and bad shit she’s done, we all know what she did, but people tend to forget this aspect of her character and it pains me deeply, because it is a very genuinely interesting concept that I want to see more of. She’s capable of regret, we’ve seen her feel it, I just don’t think foresight is her forte. No one raised her to consider consequences, or help her experience them in a healthy way, because nobody raised her period. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Also, her ass is not butch, she is the girliest girl in the entire comic. She is about hot pink and glitter and kiss marks and unicorns and cute little puns and you will respect that. She is not masculine. Her ass is not masculine nor is she butch. Let her be her hyper-feminine self. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    LATULA PYROPE

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Please for the love of god there is more to her character than “Gamer Girl” and “Mituna’s Girlfriend”. You are falling for her fucking ruse. Please. Please. Please recognize that her entire character is about internalized misogyny, and being forced to overcompensate for misogyny in gaming circles as a gamer who happens to be a woman. Please. I’m begging. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    KURLOZ MAKARA

  
        
        
        
      
        
    His character is not that deep, it’s mostly just a string of events he is mysteriously, inexplicably involved with. The Makaras are extremely Function Over Form- their characters practically do not exist, they're mostly just plot devices that exist to push the story along. I'm sorry to Makara fans. You just invented a guy in your mind and decided he was real.
He is also not that soft, though, and his relationships with both Meulin AND Mituna are not healthy. Hard to stop people from ascribing cutesy squishy lovey dynamics to random men who happened to have looked at each other once, though. Some people truly haven't graduated from 2012. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    HORUSS ZAHHAK

  
        
        
        
      
        
    I am begging people to consider that maybe the biggest issue here is not that he is “Bad Otherkin/Therian Representation” and is in fact maybe the fact that Hussie was actually making fun of Systems when he was writing Horuss. Because Horuss is canonically a system. He uses the word system. He uses the word switching. He uses the word host. He literally talks about his Plurality at length in extremely upfront, plain terms. I don’t know how him being “Bad Otherkin Representation” was and still is the main discourse about him. It makes me insane. That is a commentary that truly writes itself. Talk about having your priorities out of wack, honestly...

  
        
        
        
      
        
    PORRIM MARYAM

  
        
        
        
      
        
    No, she is not a MRA, she’s just a regular feminist who happens to live on a different planet with different politics and social hierarchies from Our Real World Earth’s USA. Whatever argument you’re about to pull out of your ass to say that she sucks is bad. She already explained what she meant by that, in more detail, very clearly, and she was right. Half the time she’s literally just giving you factual information about what Beforus was like, and literal plot synopses. She isn’t saying anything insane. She’s literally normal. I don’t know why people cannot handle or process this. Porrim has not ever said anything controversial. If you disagree with this you’re either misconstruing her on purpose or you fell for Kankri’s bait, and that’s just fucking sad at that point.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Also, she’s more than a sex object, and her tits are not huge. Honestly, half the shit she was saying was just “I am more than my sex life”, and so many people took that and made her main character trait her sex life. Just pathetic. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    RUFIOH NITRAM

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This man is a fucking war criminal and I will stop at nothing until he is behind bars for his crimes against Damara. Raging misogynist. Total fucking cunt. Just the worst. If I talk any more about this, this part will be 1,000 paragraphs long. 
But also, I’m begging people to recognize his relationship with disability, too. He was similar to Meulin in the sense that he didn’t mind his disability, and his biggest gripe with it was the way that Horuss tried to “fix” it… Which is an interesting way to expand upon how Beforus’s culling system is not only very explicitly ableist, but mimicking real world systemic ableism. I also want people to recognize that Hussie is actively having a conversation about the reclamation of slurs with Rufioh’s character, and how not letting people reclaim such language is doing nothing but giving the word power against them while stripping away their own personal agency. 
Rufioh’s a complicated guy, and he’s interesting and also the worst, and I am really tired of how he gets watered down to nothing but “Pretty Boy Victim Of His Inexplicably Psycho Ex”. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    MITUNA CAPTOR

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Holy Fucking Shit, You Guys Are Ableist.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    KANKRI VANTAS

  
        
        
        
      
        
    To this day I see people saying he was just Hussie making fun of SJWs. To this day. To this day people think Hussie was trying to make Every Tumblr Leftist look bad, and that he hates them Because They Are Leftists. When will people recognize him as a bootlicker to the oppressive class and the violently bigoted. When will people recognize that. When will people recognize that this is more of a commentary on the legitimate real flaws of Tumblr’s politics at the time. When. When.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    When will people stop portraying him as a lovey-dovey Catholic Whore. I’m going to stab my fucking eyes out and then kill everyone in this building. Me when it's based and cool to ship an aroace character with a sexual predator. I GUESS.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    CRONUS AMPORA

  
        
        
        
      
        
    I say this with every ounce of sincerity I can possibly muster as a person: What the literal actual fuck. 
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    My Homestuck shipping take that would get me thrown in Fandom Jail is that I think Dave/John is canon, it's just not reciprocated and is only really applicable to early Homestuck, and that's where and how it works best. I honest to god do not think it works as a reciprocal romantic relationship. This is because John is not interested in them, and this is Dave's bisexual awakening that he's too afraid to act on. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Dave would not be comfortable in a relationship with John. I personally think he needs the fantasy of it more than he wants an actual relationship with him. There's inherent weight and value in non-reciprocal relationships/feelings, too. It's important for Dave that he feels the way he does, but that does not mean it would be a good idea or constructive to act on those feelings. It's all exploratory thoughts, and those are extremely valuable to the development of one's relationship with their queerness.
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    Vriska Serket is so influential that there is an entire subgenre of character and entire form of discourse named after her- labels of which will genuinely get retroactively applied to things which existed years before Homestuck did. Namely Azula and Asuka. If you say a character "is a Vriska", or that there is "Vriscourse" surrounding a specific character, everyone knows exactly what the hell you're talking about immediately. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Katya, meanwhile, is entirely manufactured. Manufactured Tumblr Sexymen/Tumblr Women do not count. They have never counted. A major part of what makes a Tumblr Sexyman or a Tumblr Woman is the unexpectedness. It has to happen naturally. That is the entire point.
A majority of Katya's character was a rehash of the Vriska archetype anyway. She is a collective OC spawned from an unreality-based meme that happened a few months ago, and she will be forgotten quickly.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This is Recency Bias at its finest.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Vote Vriska. She reshaped all of fandom as a concept, and this entire website, as we know it. Cowards. Her unimaginable influence cannot be understated or undercut for a bit that does not exist.
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    Absolutely love seeing someone who's right about Damara, she deserved so much better. I really liked the brief interactions we see where she's talking to the beta trolls, where she's being a whole lot more friendly. Girl just wants some friends and she deserves some folks who treat her good.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Damara deserves the world. World’s most out of pocket way of dealing with assholes and getting them to never want to interact with you. Rufioh can absolutely eat shit, he deserves to catch WAY more flack for the way he treated and still treats Damara than he does. No one ever really shines a spotlight on just how terrible he is and was, because they’re just too busy fawning over how supposedly attractive he is. He’s pixels. He’s literally pixels, I don’t understand how this is getting to people so bad. The Homestuck fandom would fuck an active blender if it was gray and it’s age started with a 1. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Damara’s canonically very sweet and does want more friends, she’s just rightfully angry at the other Alpha Trolls for how they treated her like a punching bag. She’s allowed to be hostile, Meenah tried and succeeded in breaking her mentally and emotionally just to try to goad the others into being more competitive. We need more attention on that. She deserves so much better. Sadly, Rufioh’s “Psycho Ex” lines worked on everyone. >:/
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    An analysis.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Homestuck remake of an Inscryption meme I made a while ago. Placing it under the cut for those interested.
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    Terezi, Caliborn, and Meulin actually are really good disabled representation, but the abled aren’t ready for that conversation. And will, in fact, kill you if you bring this up. Because god forbid disabled people be allowed to enjoy having flawed or complex characters be like them in the same way abled people get to have all the time. Lol.
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    I think a lot of the people who act like Gamzee is sweet, innocent, and a victim of Hussie who has done nothing wrong completely just blanked the memory of the Gamzee-Terezi abuse arc out of their minds. The shit he put Terezi through was not only visceral and hard to stomach, but all done completely out of malice and hate. He’s hurting her because he knows he can do it, and that she can’t stop him from doing it.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Gamzee does not lack agency. No one was controlling him when he was abusing Terezi. He did not lack agency in the scene where he was beating Terezi within an inch of her life. He was in complete control of his actions. This soft, harmless Gamzee that some people believe in so religiously simply does not exist. 
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    This is easily the most violent scene in Homestuck. The brutality of it is real and undeniable- the heavy glitching on Terezi’s face specifically seeming almost symbolic of the pain she’s experiencing more than anything else. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This panel- this entire sequence- does not show a Gamzee under the influence of drugs or mind control. He’s doing this of his own volition. Of Gamzee’s own volition, he’s committing violent abuse. Self defense isn’t a valid defense of this- he kept beating her and beating her and beating her well beyond her no longer being a threat. This is malicious. This is genuinely horrible.
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    people want a gay male version of the dancestor poll????

like one guy there would be able to have a good relationship with another person and most certainly not with any of the other male dancestors. (hint: its mituna)

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Yeah. I love the Alpha Trolls, they’ve been my jam since I first got into the comic, like, 10 years ago, but… Look, man, you can like the Alpha Troll guys all you want, they are interesting characters in their own right, but I am pretty sure Hussie explicitly wrote them to be honest to god nonfunctional in shipping contexts. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    This even includes friendships. The only exception is, as you’ve said, Mituna, who is literally the only male Alpha Troll I could easily see in functional relationships- platonic, romantic, and otherwise- but genuinely none of those good possibilities are with any of the other male Alpha Trolls. Mituna is the only male Alpha Troll that’s capable of having a normal, functioning relationship, especially on a long term scale, just… Not with any of the other men here. Mituna can have great relationships!! Just only with the female side of the Alpha Troll cast.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Acting like gay male Alpha Troll ships are anything of substance- especially functional, stable substance- just feels like major copium. Sorry to my followers for using the word copium, I couldn’t think of any other way to put it. Literally none of them work. None of them are something that should spark joy. The only times they do work in some degree, it’s only as a god damn case study, and shouldn’t really be included under the label of “shipping”, in my opinion. It’s really fucking funny. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    The male Alpha Trolls are absolutely fucking unshippable. Unfortunately, this doesn’t stop people, and a good 95% of the time I see some ship involving an Alpha Troll guy, I just pull out a gun. Sorry, not sorry. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    So, yeah, no M/M version of the Alpha Troll Yuri Poll. The men get too much attention for all the wrong reasons, and every single god damn combination of them is terrible. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Plus, I wouldn’t be caught dead putting Cronus or Kankri as options in Best Ship polls. Ew. Ew ew ew. I’d rather set myself ablaze. 
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    Anyone else thinking about the fucked up in-universe Carapacian porn mags?

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Not enough people recognizing the potential in how Carapacians seem to have some weird specific fetishistic fixation on one specific random thing and… Ahem, achieve gratification by sight. Not enough people remembering that HB has a fetish for hearts. CD has a fetish for licorice of all things. DD has a fetish for… Monochrome, but genuinely softcore pornographic images of classy human women. Slick has a fetish for. Um. Dogs. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    We don’t have to talk about that last one though. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    What we do have to talk about is the reality that an IKEA catalogue is hardcore fetish porn for some Carapacians. This is hysterical to me. I can’t stop thinking about this. Not enough people fucking up their fanapace’s sexuality by giving them a fetish for blenders. 
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    At this point if you argue that there wasn't any misogyny on Beforus then you are just an illiterate embarrassment and you need to stop trying to post hot takes on a facet of Homestuck that you very clearly do not know anything about. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Why are you listening to Kankri, a known misogynistic petulant manchild, over Porrim, a known completely reasonable feminist woman, about the existence of misogyny? Are you dense? You're really listening to a man whose whole character is being an incorrect bigoted asshole over a woman about an issue that directly affects her personally? Are you sure you aren't misogynistic yourself? Because you certainly sound that way.
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    Not to be that guy but the amount and frequency in which Mituna employs slurs is so vastly overstated in fanon that it's kind of hilarious. I've seen people assert him as being a bigot as well when we genuinely don't have evidence for that. Just because he's a 4Channer doesn't mean he's a /pol/ dweller. We know for a fact that he isn't a /pol/ dweller, because he's literally based on /co/.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Just to fact check a little: We have seen Mituna say One (1) slur, once. Not only was it a fictional slur, but it is literally just the troll equivalent of "cracker". This is made painfully obvious by... Kankri's entire explanation of the word "Wader".
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    "Wader" is a slur against people who have the most systemic power in Beforan society- the Violets and Fuchsias- and lower caste Trolls who contribute heavily to furthering this oppressive power structure. Higher caste Trolls on Beforus see themselves as genuinely higher beings and more human than the lower castes, mutants, and the disabled. They essentially "adopt" them the way one would adopt a pet, and forcibly strip all autonomy and humanity away from them, reducing them to simultaneously a helpless child, a trainable pet, and a trophy signifying their own good will and status. This is how their Culling system works- those Trolls that are "adopted" by an able-bodied higher caste Troll have absolutely zero say in the process. It's forced upon them against their will. It's a fucking nightmare.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Like... You know what? I think the canonical mutant disabled lowblood has every right to say that, actually. I think the guy at the absolute bottom of the food chain as far as Culling goes has every right to employ a slur specifically against the same people that want to reduce him to something less than human, if not less than an animal.
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    what do you think of meulin leijon? i'd like to hear your thoughts.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Brilliant character. Love how she's just so lovable but also a critique of Tumblr's Toxic Positivity issue. 

  
        
        
        
      
        
    No one pays attention to her relationship with disability, though, and I think this is a shame. She was the first character I ever saw that was Hearing Disabled... And not only that, but she loves her Deafness. She views it as a gift and a wonderful opportunity to learn more things and explore the world in a whole new light. It's just lovely, especially considering it was a gained disability. So often you'll see disabled characters be written in a way where it's clear both them and the author see their disability as a grand loss- a monumental tragedy- but that's just not the case for Meulin. It's deeply refreshing. I named one of my cats after this woman. She's meant a lot to me.

  
        
        
        
      
        
    Honestly, the running theme of Disability in the Alpha Trolls is something I could talk for days about. Especially in how it's portrayed with not being a Tragedy due to the Disability itself- no, no, they're fine with their disabilities, truly- but in how people respond to it. I know I could talk about this for days, because I have done it before and I'll do it again. It's a fascinating and rich little analytical goldmine, once you notice it's there. Latula is implied to have brain damage herself and to be hiding this fact and this keeps me up at night. 

  
        
        
        
      
      
      
        
          #homestuck#homestuck meta#homestuck analysis#alpha trolls#beforan trolls#dancestors#meulin leijon#nekro.pdf#nekro.sms
        

      
      
        65 notes
        
           · 
          
            View notes
          
        
      

    

  
    

  
  

      
        
          

          
            
    
      Last Seen Blogs

      
        
    
      
        
          [image: def-jaybnowhr]
        
      

      
        def-jaybnowhr
        PARADISE

      

    

  
    
      
        
          [image: def-jaybnowhr]
        
      

      
        def-jaybnowhr
        PARADISE

      

    

  
    
      
        
          [image: 2weird2weird]
        
      

      
        2weird2weird
        🔞 2weird 🔞

      

    

  
    
      
        
          [image: glevmaat]
        
      

      
        glevmaat
        Heat of the Rising Sun

      

    

  
    
      
        
          [image: mn00201]
        
      

      
        mn00201
        mine

      

    

  
      

    

  
          

        

      

    

  
        
        
        
    
    
    
    
    
  
  
  


  
        
          
        
      